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FIRST DAY SUCCOT 2002
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Today is the first day of Succot, but where is the lulav and etrog? Why don't
we shake the lulav and etrog? The Rabbis prohibited us from taking the lulav
and etrog and shaking it when Succot comes on Shabbat. This indeed seems
strange since the only time we are commanded to shake the lulav and etrog
from the Torah is the very first day of Succot. This is different than Rosh
Hashonna, because the two days of Rosh Hashonna are called Yom Arichta, a
long day. In other words, by blowing it on the second day, it is as if we had
blown it on the first day. However, this does not apply to Succot. The first
day of Succot is the holiday. In Israel, they do not have the first two days of
Succot as a holiday. We have Chol Hamoed afterwards, but in Israel Rosh
Hashonna is also two days because it is considered a holiday. When the
Temple stood, the lulav and etrog were shaken all seven days of Succot, but
only in Jerusalem. Outside of Jerusalem, it was shaken only on the first day.
After the destruction of the Temple, the rabbis decreed that we should shake
the lulav and etrog all seven days to remind us of what happened at the
Temple. The rabbis have the authority to nullify a positive commandment or
a negative commandment, but they do not have the authority to nullify a

commandment, which is both a negative, and a positive commandment.
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Why it is strange that the rabbis have prohibited us from shaking the lulav and
etrog when the first day of Succot comes on Shabbat is because they do not
ban us from sitting in the succah. They do not allow us to shake the lulav and
etrog on the first day because perhaps we will carry the lulav and the etrog,
but this seems strange since we have had an eruv at least since the time of
David and King Solomon which permits us to carry. Shabbat is a day of
greater holiness than Succot, but why then do the rabbis allow us to sitina
succah? After all, it is very possible that a part of the succah might fall, and
we would be tempted to nail it back on. This is a much greater possibility

than us taking a lulav and etrog outside the eruv.

There are seven commandments that are associated with Succot from the
Torah. There is taking the four species, which is four commandments, the
commandment of sitting in the succah, the commandment of Chageega,
formal celebrations when they used to bring the sacrifices, and simcha, joy.
Each of the seven guests that we invite into the succah represents each one of
these mitzvahs. The lulav stands tall and is a beacon, similarly to Avraham
who was a beacon of hope. The Arova, or willow, grows by streams of water

and is not concerned about conditions around it. It flourishes because its
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roots are deep. This signifies Yitzchak, whose roots were deep in Torah and
was not too concerned about what the outside world thought. The myrtle
stands for the eye and for luxuriant growth. Yaacov was interested in study
and family, having 13 children. The etrog stands for Moshe, who was the
epitome of learning and good deeds. The succah stands for Yosef, who was
all-inclusive and forgiving, and the Chageega stands for Aaron, who was in
charge of the formal ceremonies in the Temple of Succot. King David was
known for his simcha, for joy. Every one of the seven days of Succot we

invite one of these personalities into our succah.

Shabbat is known as Yom HaChaleeseinu, the day of strengthening ourselves.
It is a day where we concentrate on the hope of Avraham, the innerness of
Yitzchak, the study and family concerns of Yaacov, and the learning and good
deeds of Moshe. We also have ceremonies on Shabbat, Kiddush, Havdallah,
etc. Shabbat is not known as Yom Sinchaseinu, the day of our joy. On
Shabbat, we do not need the lulav and the etrog because Shabbat, itself,
teaches us about the lessons of the lulav and the etrog and about the
ceremonies of Aaron, but Shabbat does not teach us about the forgiveness of
the succah and the joy of togetherness. Yosef had a very inclusive

personality. In spite of the fact that his brothers mistreated him, mistreated by
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Potifar's wife, forgotten about by the butler whom he helped in prison, he still
maintained a positive and inclusive attitude. He had Rachmones for
everyone. He helped the Egyptians overcome the seven years of famine. He

forgave his brothers. He included everyone in his care and concern.

Shabbat sometimes divides us. We have a tendency on Shabbat to
concentrate only on those Jews who observe Shabbat or want to observe
Shabbat. We want to be strengthened on Shabbat, not necessarily attached to
the whole people. Succot is a holiday of attachment. We want to include
everyone. That is the symbolism of the succah, too. We say, "Ufros Oleinu
Succas Shlomecha -- and spread over us Your succah of peace.” Everyone
must be included, even those who do not keep Shabbat and are not interested

in keeping Shabbat. The joy of Succot is that we are totally inclusive.

That's why we say Hoshanna even on Shabbat because all Jews are included.
‘We ask G-d to help us all, and on Succot we pray for ail the nations of the
world. We include everyone. Joy comes from knowing that you are part of a
greater whole, and that is the simcha of Succot, that we are part of a greater
whole. We are not just part of a small group, but we attach ourselves to G-d

by being part of our family, our religion, our people, our nation, and our
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world. We connect to humanity. We must first connect to our family, but
Succot is a holiday where we connect to the whole world. When the first day
of Succot falls on Shabbat, we do not need the lulav and the etrog, but we do

need the succah to teach us to be inclusive because only when we are

inclusive can we have total simcha, total joy.

1 am reminded of the story they tell about a young man who was being tried
for bigamy. They said he was married to four women. At the end of the trial,
the jury found him innocent. The judge told him, "Go home to your wife," to
which the man replied, "Which one, your Honor?" We have to be connected
to our family, which is what Shabbat is all about, but we also have to be
connected to the whole world because that brings joy. May we all be
connected to our family and to the whole world so the Mashiach will come

quickly in our day. Amen.




